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John Homes gold medal.
[C
I recollect very little of this night's conversation, sorry that indolence came upon me towards the cone! of our journey, so that I did not write down what p with the same assiduity as during the greatest part of
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26.
Mr. M'Aulay breakfasted with us, nothing hurt c mayccl by his last night's correction. Being a man of sense, he had a just admiration of Dr. Johnson.
Either yesterday morning, or this, I communicat Dr. Johnson, from Mr. M'Aulay's information, the that Dr. Beattie had got a pension of two hundred p a year1. He sat up in his bed, clapped his hands, and ' 0 brave wca!'—--a peculiar exclamation of his when '. joices".
As we sat over our tea, Mr. Home's tragedy of D was mentioned. I put Dr. Johnson in mind, that one coffee house at Oxford, he called to old Mr. Sheridan, came you, Sir, to give Home a gold medal for writing foolish play?' and defied Mr. Sheridan to shew tea lines in it. He did not insist they should be togethei that there were not ten good lines in the whole play' now persisted in this. I endeavoured to defend th thetick and beautiful tragedy, and repeated the foil passage:—
-----------------------------------------' Sincerity,
Thou first of virtues! let no mortal leave Thy onward path, although the earth should ga[ And from the gulph of hell destruction cry, To take dissimulation's winding way'.'
' See ante, ii. 303, note 2.
1 See ante, iv. 9, for his use of' O brave !'
3  Having mentioned, more than once, that my "Journal was f by Dr. Johnson, I think it proper to inform my readers thatthi last paragraph which he read.   BOSWELL.    He began to rea August 18 (ante, p. 65, note 2).
4  See ante, ii. 365.
8 Act i. sc. i.   The best known passage in Douglas is the
JOH
V Gunning. The Duchess of Argylc was alive when Boswcll published his Journal.
